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i,unft, ban btr !.tatfa• bcr allttlf•n Olfrnflaruna aul, fonbcm 1111111 6ta..,..lt
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2. Uil r fir l n a er
The Gospel Selections of the Ancient Church. An exegeUco-homlletle
treatment by R. C.H. Lenski. A acrle■ of Gospel text■ for the mtlre
church-year. Lutheran Book Concern, Columbus, 0. 1,II03 pqel,
6X91n. Price, $C.50. Order from Concordia Publlshlng Houle,
St. Louis, Mo.
The reader■ of thl■ journal are awore that the author of thl■ book II
no longer with us, having been summoned to hi■ eternal rest 1ut IUDUllel',
Since reviews of Dr. Lenski'■ book■ have appeared on these page■ quite
frequently of lote, it la not nece■sary to soy much about hi■ workmamhlp.
It will almost ■umce to remark that the volume here announc:ecl sbua
the chorocterl■Ucs and excellence■ of it■ predeces■or■• I have to mendaa,
however, that no one should fall to note the very considerable ■lzie of
the book, which will help to convince him that its price is not exorbit■nL
Next it ought to be emphasized that the work is emlnenUy prac:Uc:al, presenting not only exegetical discuuion■ on tho old Gospel-lessons, lovecl
by our people and the favorite pulpit text■ of our clergy, but appenclilll
In eoch case to the exegetical section a division called Homiletlcal Aid,
where some hint■ on the handling of tho text. In sermon■ and brief outline■ are submitted. Nor should this review foil to mention that the
work open■ with a general introduction, in which valuable infonnation
la furnished on tho Christian church-year and the u■e of the old pericopel
by our preacher■ la explained and deCended.
All who have read Dr. Lenskl's book■ know that hi■ constant aim
la faithfully to present Scripture-teaching os set forth in the Lutheran
Confessions and to exalt Christ. It is chiefly Ior thl■ reason that CODservative Lutherans can be happy to see his books used extensively by
Lutheran postora. Here and there an exposition appear■ which II not
tenable. The study of Matt. 22, 1-14 (20th Sunday alter Trinity) has
been justly criticized by Prof.J.P.Meyer in the Theologlache Qurfll~
achrif& for October, 1936, p. 293 f. It is Impossible to argue the question
here, which ho■ to do with the relation between election and faith.
I merely wish to say that whatever may be taught on election In other
passages of the Scriptures, this perlcope does not state or imply that
faith comes fir■t and election follows. It merely warns that hearing tbe
Gospel outwardly ls not a proof that one la nn elect of God and that
there are far more who have a mere outward contact with the Word tban
those who belong to the chosen children of the Lord.
W. lwf'llr

Glimpses of Paul. By George 111. Strombeck. Christian Service Pr-.
Moline, Ill. 88 pages, sxni. Price, 25 ct■., postpaid. Order
through Concordia Publishing House, St. Louis, Mo.
This llWe book consi■t■ of sixteen articles which originally were
publi■hed in the Suflda11-achool Timu and the Evangelical BeaC01L. The
Intention wa■ not to furnish a complete biography of Paul, but, u tbe
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title lndlcatea, to cleac:ribe part1cular upecta, or phua, of his extraordinary career. After an introductory chapter of a 1eneral nature, havln, the captlon "Paul the Man and Superman," we have chapters with
l1U headlnp u "A Yo11n1 Man Named Saul," "Damucus," "Arabia."
Tbe author writes with warmth and eloquence and, where opportunity
olen, Introduces practical applicaUons. I did not meet any statement to
which I should have to object on doctrinnl ,rounds. Here and there
I questioned the author's exe1etlcal conclusions. The statement (p. 43)
which re1'en thus to the visit of Paul and Barnabas in Jerusalem at the
time of the apostolic council, "This time it was not with a lift, but to
Inquire if lt were necessary for GenWes to submit to the Law of Moses
lo be saved," I consider incorrect. It was not to receive instruction, but
to restore harmony in the Church that these two great leaders went to
Jerusalem. Slmllarly, when it is held that Paul, after his clash with
Bamabu, bepn the second missionary journey without the Spirit's
IUidanc:e (p. '5), I believe that an unwarranted interpretation is put on
the narraUve. Disregarding a few passqes of this sort, I can heartily
recommend the book and believe thnt especially Sunday-school teachers
wW read it with delight and profit.
W. AIUlm

The Churc:h of Christ and the Problems of the Day. By Karl Heim,
D. D., Ph. D., professor of theolo1Y in the University of Tuebingen,
Germany. Charles Scribner's Sons, New York. 172 pages, 71/.!XS~~Price, $1.75.
K. Helm (Lutheran, "positive"), "the most popular professor today,
u Tholuck was in his day," delivered these seven lectures (Rationalization: Its Power and Limits; the New "German Faith"; Luther ond the
Problems of To-day; The Reality of Sin and the Reality of Atonement;
Christ, His Church, and the World; The Power of Prayer; "I Am the
Resurrection and the Life") at Union Theological Seminary, Richmond,
Va., ln 1935. The one great problem facing the world, "which also cnused
Luther so much trouble, ls this: If, at death, I must appear alone before
the face of God, burdened with the guilt of my past, how shall I obtain
the grace of God?" (P. 81.) Reason cnnnot give the answer. Reason
cannot solve even the minor problems confronting the world. It has "not
yet succeeded in finding some way of extirpaUng unemployment." (P. 7.)
And so with regard to ony real difficulty enmeshing the world: "Human
reuon, in its attempt to become master of reality, has reached a limit
which it cannot pass." (P. 7.) Nor can the "Germon Faith" solve our
problems, not the minor ones nor the one great problem. Both forms
of this "racial religion," the primitive form represented by E. Bergmann
and the sublimated form represented by W. Hauer, deny the enormity
and reality of sin. Together with idealism (Fichte, etc.) ond mysticism
this view of man and life does not even face the problem. All these
philosophies preach "faith in the 1oodneu, nobility, stren,th, and heroism
in men." (P. 78.) When the Christian Church asks the world to face
the problem, to realize its need of salvaUon, it gets no hearinl. "Insistence on the reality of sin is the stumbling-block in Christianity."
(P. 75.) What the world needs to know is, .first, its lost condition and
the reality of the atonement. The Church must teach men to say: "We
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men can be helped only by a Savior who not merely I08S belme Ill u
a llhlnlng example, but who accompu.bes vlcarioualy what we could not
do ounelves. We are entirely dependent OD BJa aubatltutlonu7 'W'Olk IDr
our eternal ulvatloD" (p. 91), "to learn what Luther taupt Gap
Spenlein: 'Dear Brother, learn Christ, and above all u the Crw:IW
One; learn to praise Him, to despair of yourself, and say: 'l'bou, Lord
Jesus, art my Righteousness. But I am Thy aln.'" (P. 92.) To briDI tbll
mC111Bge to the world is the chief busineu of the Church. And llvlnl
itself on this Gospel, the Church is enabled to serve the world in other
respects. 'The fint service can be described in this way: A Church
which lives under the guidance of Christ ls the conselence of the nation
and people in the midst of which it live■• • • • The second ■ervk:e of
the Church, which any man in the world can feel, ls that the Church
ls not only the conscience of the people, but also a helpinl power,
a good Samaritan, who heals the wounds which arise out of the present
battle of life." (P.122 f.) The Church needs the almighty power of Goel
to accomplish its great work and needs to lay hold of this power In
prayer. "If we are to rediscover inner strength for the battle of life,
we must fint of all rebuild the ruined altar of morning and evenlDI
prayer." "The quarter of an hour in which we are alone with Goel
every morning ls more important than the whole remainder of the uy.•
(Pp.147.151.) And the divine power lor which the Christian people pray
comes to them through the Gospel of the resurrection of Jesus, of the
resurrection of tho body, and of eternnl life.
This is good Scriptural teaching. Unfortunately some statements
are made which go against Scripture. We could wish that the Jut two
pages (95. 98) of the fine chapter on ''The Reality of Sin and Atonement•
had not been written. After making the statement "I can be helped only
by the imputed righteousness of Christ (aliena iuatltfa ChTla&i), of which
Luther speaks, writing in 1516 to the troubled monk George spen1e1n•
(■ee above), Dr. Heim says: "It ls a striking fact that neither Paul nor
John has set up a detailed theory, either a theory of sacrifice or a detailed
doctrine of the vicarious punishment or of ransom. They did not flDd
the decisive matter in the reconcillnUon here." We are wonderinl
whether this amounts to a denial of the previous statement reprdinl the
imputation of Christ'■ righteousness to the ■inner and of similar atatementa: 'The holy Son of God was lifted up on the crou and there suffered death in my stead" (p. 93)? Just what doe■ the author mean when
he ■ays on p. 95: "None of these passages [Rom. 8, 32; John 3, 18] speak
in detail of what Christ did on earth in order to accomplish our reconcWation, but preeminently of what happened prevloualy in the heut of
God. God mfen an innermost ■acrificc"? Was or was not Christ'■ work
"substitutionary" (p. 91)? - ''The essence of Christianity does not lle • • •
in a ■ystem of doctrine, but in a Penon." (P. 99.) "Jesus let it hi
undentood repeatedly from Bis words and actions that everythinl depend■ not on the acceptance of the truth of particular propositions or the
appropriation of a definite view of life, but OD an attitude to Hi■ Penon-"
(P. 114.) Thu is a false contrast. Surely everything depends on our
attitude to th1a Person; but no one can take the ript attitude ualea ha
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lmoWI what thla Pencm did for bhn and often bhn In the Gospel, he
•ut bar and accept the doc:trine of Chrilt.-'l'he fine chapter on "The
Powwr of Prayer" ls marred by phllosophJcal and aclentl&c apec:ulatlons:
"Prayer not only recollects and concentrates the Inner man, but also exerdael the ltrongest of lnftuences on the outside world, even If wo do
not yet have a sclentlfle understancling of the effect of spirit on the
physb1 world." "It was obvious that there must be a kind of wireless
telegraphy between a praying soul and the person for whom It makes
lntercealon." (P.136f.) -The following statement ls not true: There ls
In modem youth the desire ''to surrender themselves body and soul to
• power which wW lift them out of the pitiful comforts and the trivialities of every day and will ask the sacrifice of their existence. All men,
even the akeptle and the secularist, who can no longer believe in a world
beyond, long fundamentally not for the pleasures of IUe nor for security.
They all yearn for a holy passion which they cnn allow to dominate
them." (P.134.) - Dr. Heim is looking for a "millennium" lo set in before tho final coming of Christ "in which peace reigns (Is. 2, 4) ," "when
a new order ■hall dc■eend from God," when Christ "shall be the life of
the whole of humanity." (Pp.19. 72.132.)
TH. ENCELDER
The l\lenacc of l\lodemlsm. By Merrill T. MaePherson, preslde.nt of the
Philadelphia Fundamentalists and pastor of the Central North
Broad Street Presbyterian Church, Philadelphia, Pa. Zondervan
Publishing House, Grand Rapids, Mich. 31 pages. Price, 20 eta.
This brochure offers an eloquent address by an outstanding Fundamentalist, delivered at the Founder's Week Conference of the Moody
Bible Institute at Chicago. A "special word of introduction" is supplied
by Chu. E. Trumbull, editor of the Sundn11-scJ1ool T'imes. Here ls a clear,
thorough, and most effective nrmignment of Modernism, with much
valuable material to pastors wishing to speak on the subject before their
church societies. The writer champions the peculiar views of most Fundamentalists on Sunday protection by law, prohibition, etc.
J. T. MUELLER

The Church and the Churches. By Prof. Karl Barth of the University
of Basel, Switzerland. Wm. B. Eerdmnns Publlshing Co., Grnnd
Rapid.■, Mich. 92 pages, 41hX6~~- Price, 75 et■.
This book offers an attempt on the part of the well-known proponent
of the "dlaleetleal theology'' to solve the problem of disunion among the
vark>us churches of the Christian religion. One may welcome every
effort of this kind, especially if it comes from such a well-known authority u Professor Barth. It is somewhat unfortunate that the attempt
1scb Bibllcal elarity and cohesion. The reviewer was not able to follow
the dlstinetlon between the UN& aa11cta and the so-called visible churches,
u set forth by Barth. His argumentation finds its el1max in the parap-aphs connected with the question ''What are the essential conditions In
which It would be possible to share In such a genuine effort of union
towards a living Church?" His answer ls fourfold: 1. Such a step should
In no cln:umstances be an aet of confessional weakness. 2. No seeular

Published by Scholarly Resources from Concordia Seminary, 1937

5

Concordia Theological Monthly, Vol. 8 [1937], Art. 17
USS

Book Review - llitcrotur

motive . • • ahould be allowed to prompt a church to IIU'l'l!Dder ltl IDclMduallty. 3. Such a surrender mu.It not imply the abendc,mnent, ID
one iota, of anytb1ng which a Church beUevea lt neceauy to .-rt ID
• certain way and not otherwile. 4. Only one th.Ing mu.It be uancfoNd.
namely, • failure in obedience to Christ. If by Um Jut ,point tbe author
means an unequivoc:al obedience to the inerrant Word of Goel, then wa
may comider that a basis of agraement 1s not beyond hope. But • Iona
as ho eon ltlll write: "It fa unthinkable that, whichever way one Joob
and JJatem, one lhould hear people IO)'lng, in quiet or vehement tonll,
with kindly understatement or undlaguiaed sternness, 'You have • different spirit of ours,' " Um seems to Imply a direct diugreement with
Luther concerning his stand at Marburg and a consequent disavowal of
an unequivoc:al acceptance of the Word alone. If that 1s Barth'• stand,
we cannot follow him.
P. E. KunlWDr
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Biography of Dr. Friedrich Bente. By Josephine Bente. Concordia Publlshlng House, St. Louis, Mo. 1936. 112 pages. Cloth. Dr. Bente'•
signature in gold on the front cover. Price, 75 cts.
While there is probably no grent hlstorlcnl value in these reminls·
cenc:es, to us whose teacher Dr. Bente wns these words penned by a loving hand are Interesting, and we appreciate them. They rec:all another,
a more intimate, side of the man whom we knew as one of our keenest
theologians and most interesting instructors. Particularly do the "Gleanings"at. the end of the little volume call to mind Dr. Bente'• remarkable
ability of giving definitions in brief, conclse, striking fonn, of praentinl
his thoughts in epigrammatic sentences. "Duty well done, that ii auccea." "Let your light shine - but not on yourself." " If failure comes.
may It find our sword broken at the hilt!" Whoever knew the man will
enjoy reading the book.
Tmo. Rona
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llotllen and 'l'belr Som. A Series of Twelve Sermom. &llted by Rev.
J.Barold Gwynne. Wm.B.Eerdmana Publlsblng Company, Grand
BapJdl, Mlch. Price, $1.00.
Each of these sennom la by a different pastor. In succession they
trat the following mothers: the mother of Cain and Abel, of Jacob and
Bau, of llloses, of Samson, of Samuel, of Solomon, of John the Baptist,
of Jesus, of James and John, of James and Joses, of Mark, of Timothy.
"fflOle wha are well able to distinguish between chaff and wheat, between gold, llllver, and precious stones and wood, hay, and stubble will
find many gems in this book, much that may be used when preaching
upon bringing up children in the nurture and admonition of the Lord.
But these thlnp must be found and must be carefully seleeted; for interwoven with them there la much that is worthless, and some things are
even harmful. The editor, Rev. Gwynne, for instance, writing concemUll Eve'• fall into 11n, speak■ of Eve's 7UlhtTe as being too tn.&1tful. He
deal■ with this fall as if we ought rather to pity Eve than to condemn
her; however, we dare never to forget that all sinners are to be pitied,
but they must also be condemned. There is an insoluble mystery connected with the fall of man; but we never dare speak of it as if man
had been created weak or as if his sin were in any wise to be excused. The preacher who writes concerning Rebekah tells us that Esau married
Canaanite women "in order to spite his parents." In the Scripture there
is no warrant for such a statement. Esau married Camumite women,
and these women were a grier of mind to his parents; but we are not
told that he had married them in order to spite them. All that we read
of Esau leads us lo believe that he married these women without considering bis parents' wishes. He neither tried lo spite bis parents, nor
dlcl he try to please them. Later on he married also women of Semitic
extraction, and there we read: "Esau, seeing that the daughters of Canaan
pleased not Isaac, his father, then went Esau unto Ishmael, and took
unto the wives which he had Mahalath, the daughter of Ishmael, Abraham's mn," Gen. 28, 8. 9. Another fault that we fmd with these sermons
ls their excessive use of superlatives and exaggeration, and there is
a mixture of mmewhat unreliable expcricnec with the words of Revelation. But, after all, the preacher who knows how to make his selections
may find material, anecdotes, and terse quotations which may stimulate
thought and, in the proper setting, may even be used in a sermon. The
very selection of texts which we find here is help[ul. M. S. So11MER
Proceedinp of the Ninth Convention of the Northern Nebraska District
of the Synod of Missouri, Ohio, and Other States. Held at Columbus, Nebraska, August 17-21, 1936. GO pages, 6X9. Price,
15 cts., postpaid. Order from Rev. G. W. Lobeck, Scribner, Nebr.
This report, arranged in the customary manner, offers a digest of
the Engllab doctrinal paper delivered by Dean J. H. C. Fritz, bis topic
beilll ''The Real and Final Purpose of the Christian's Life in Thia World,"
and a somewhat more comprehensive German essay, by Pastor W. E.
Hanna, on Glelcfaoueltigkeit in Lef1T"e unrl PTG%ia mfe beaondeTeT An-
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10endung auf unaffe heutigen Gemdfldnerha.eUnun. Both pep8l9 cmtaln very important polnta, wb1ch puton abould brln, to the dlallm
of their members time and apfn. eapecla1Iy ln theN days of lnd!lenm&
P. P. Jl'n:mrtD
Lutheran Annual, US7.- llmmrcanlf4er srcafmber fir llclltf• ~
rcanrr caaf beat ~a,r 1087. Concorcl!a Pvbllwbln1 Bouae, St. Loalri.
Mo. Price, 15 eta. each.
The two old annuala that most of us have used for many )'earl 11111
that are Indispensable for pastors and all active members of the Cburm.
Old and yet new. One part of the annuala we do not want cbanpd:
the U8Wll calendar pages and the lists of pastors, teac:hen, and olllclall
of the Synodical Conference, brought up to date, one alphabetbl, tbl
other arranged according to States and post-offices; a Hat of lmllnanll,
colle1es, and charitable institutions; a list of relilious periodka]I published within the Synodical Conference. Besides this, however, nm of
the two annuals contains a selection of Bible-readings for each ~ ID
the year on two pages; Dr. Kieffer'■ ■tati■Uc:■ of all relip,u■ bodlel
1n the United States; a special ■tati■tical table of the Lutheran bcKtill
1n the United States; and the latest figures on the synod■ fonnlnl tbl
Synodical Conference and afBliated bodies; then eighteen pages of rellllng-matter, different 1n the two edition■, well selected, instructive, 1111fying. No Lutheran home should be without one or both of them.

THEO.Hema

Fourth Bulletin of Distinctive Choral 1'1usle Selected ror the Choral
Union. Iuued by tho Walther League, Chlc:ago, DI.
It i■ a pleasure to c:all the attention of pastors, teachers, and other
leaders 1n young people's work to this pamphlet of 35 pages, which, after
a few introductory chapters, present■ the selections for the 1937 International Mass Concert as well as suggestions for the various ■elllDIII of
the church-year. If the Lutheran Church desires to keep her heritap
of song, ■he will have to follow programs such as that offered by tbl
Walther League, which has certainly shown it■ value durinl the lat
years.
P.E.:Knmwnf.
NOTICE '10 OUR SUBSCRmERS

gulaUons

c:urren,

In order to render 11aU1ractory service. we m111t have our
m::!z~
eorrect. Tho l!XJ)C!nle of malntalnln,g this Bit hllll bC!C!n materially
Under prnent
we are 111.1bJcct to a "'ftno'" on all parcela malled to 111
Incorrect addreu; ln111111uch 1111 wo mllll_J)llr 2 cent. for every natUlcaUOII • 1
by the IIOSbnlllter on a parcel or perlodlca which 11 undeliverable ~~
rorwardln1 addn!u 11 availablea or because
hns
there
been
ohanp or~,.:

,_.,_.
5

Thia ma:,, seem tnsJcnlftcant. but Sn view of tho fact thllt we haft 111
111tt1na three or more of our perlodlcala and conslderlJUI our Jarp
aublcrlpUon list. It may reacllly be ll!t!ll that It amount. to quite a IUID
a year; for the J)CIStnllmer will addrea a noWlcaUon to each Individual
__.._
Our 111.1bacrlben can help Ill b'{ notitYina Ill - one noWlcaUon (DOltal card. - - only 1 cent) will take care o the a d ~ ror ll!Veral publlcallans. We 11ba11 111
very arateful for your c:ooperaUon.

c;::u1e!.,~~

=

~~~..s

au~
:S,~ .p;f:r17~
Pie■- pay your apnt or the Publlllber
to avoid lnterrupUon of aervrce; It takn about two 'Wftlm befON Ille
addrea label can lhow chanp of addrell or ac:knowledlfflent or nmlt1IDClo
When payln1 :,our 111.1blcrlptlon. pleue menUon name of. publlc:a~~I
and exact name and address (both old and new, If chanp of acldna Is , , _ _ •
CoxcoamA Pvauaoni Hons. St. I.oull. Ko.
your 111.1bacrlpUon hu expln!d.

Sn order
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